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As part of the March Challenge, the Sea Slug Census welcomed a number of locations to the 
“family” including Port Vila in Vanuatu. A huge thanks to Christina Shaw from the Vanuatu 
Environmental Science Society who not only volunteered as the local organiser but also 
organised prizes for winners through Big Blue Resort who also hosted the event. 

For the inaugural event, all dives were conducted with Big Blue to a range of different sites 
adjacent to Port Villa including: Abyss, Black Sands Caves, Gotham City, Paray Bay, Seafront, 
Star of Russia, and Twin Bommies. A total of 11 participants  (see below) photographed 29 
species.

The dominance of species within the family Phyllidiidae posed a challenge for identification. 
While some species have clear features that enable them to be readily identified, many others 
show considerable variation in terms of colour and the pattern and placement of pustules on 
the notum (the top of the slug). The diversity within this family was particularly high (see 
images inside the report) and it is possible that, given the similarity of many species, additional 
species may have been overlooked.   

BEST NUDI SPOTTERS (with the highest count for the Census) – congratulations Christina and 
Andrew who together found 21 species! Two teams tied for second place with 12 species each 
– John and Sandy, and Team Big Blue.

BEST PHOTO – lots of great shots were submitted. However, John and Sandy submitted some 
really clear, crisp shots with good composition and we awarded the Best Photo to their image 
of Goniobranchus geometricus (see the last page).

MOST INTERESTING SPECIES - the spectacular Reticulidia fungia was awarded the title of most 
interesting species. This probably reflects the bias of the science team who have yet to 
encounter this spectacular but variable species which was found by all teams. 

Participants/Teams: Christina Shaw & Andrew Hibgame (C&A); John Warmington & Sandra Kaye 
(J&S); Josh; Paulo Siqueria, Ceilia Siqueria & Luaki Nabunga (P&C&L); Jerry Songalapa, Luaki
Nabunga & Mark Anatu (J&L&M); Vicki Joe & Luaki Nabunga (V&L) . 

J&L&M C&A J&S



Tambja morosa (J&L&M) Notodoris minor (J&S) Chromodoris annae (C&A)

Chromodoris elisabethina (C&A) Chromodoris lochi (J&S) Chromodoris willani (J&S)

Glossodoris cf cincta (C&A)Goniobranchus geometricus (J&S) Goniobranchus preciosus (C&A)

1cf = “compare with” which means it is similar to the nominated species, but not necessarily the same

Phyllidia carlsonhoffi (C&A)

Diversidoris crocea (J&S) ? Dendrodoris tuberculosa (J&L&M) Jorunna funebris C&A)

Phyllidia coelestis (C&A) Phyllidia elegans (C&A)



Phyllidia picta (J&S) Phyllidia varicosa (C&A)

Phyllidiella annulata (C&A) Phyllidiella lizae (C&A) Phyllidiella pustulosa (C&A)

Phyllidiella rudmani (C&A)

Reticulidia fungia (J&S)

Phyllidiopsis striata (J&L&M)

Pteraeolidia semperi (C&A)

Coryphellina sp. 1 Van (J&L&M) Phyllodesmium undulatum (J&L&M)

Phyllidiopsis gemmata (C&A)

Phyllidia exquisita (C&A)

Elysia marginata (C&A)

Sponsored by



Wrap-up
Great first effort Vanuatu – and hopefully the first of many! You clearly have some 
very interesting slugs over there and we relished the opportunity to see them 
depicted in your collection of images.

Wherever possible, we like to get reviews of the drafts of the SSC reports to check for 
any errors, especially amongst some of the more difficult taxa. In this case, we’d like 
to thank Julie Schubert, the local organiser for the Sunshine Coast SSC, for her careful 
scrutiny.

We extend our sincere thanks to Christina Shaw (VESS) for being an awesome 
organiser and getting this SSC happening under difficult circumstances, and for 
organising sponsorship for the event through Big Blue.

Also, a big thankyou to The Australian High Commissioner in Vanuatu, Her Excellency 
Mrs Sarah de Zoeten, for donating a book prize for the Census.

Last but by no means least, thanks to all of you, the participants, whose enthusiastic 
participation helped establish the SSC program in Vanuatu. We hope this summary 
report helps you further your sea slug adventures – and we hope we can meet you in 
person for the next event in Vanuatu! 

Steve Smith (steve.smith@scu.edu.au or seaslugcensus@scu.edu.au)
and

Matt Nimbs (matthew.nimbs@scu.edu.au)

For information about other SSC events, check out our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus) where you can also find links to 
SSC events in other regions.

Best Photo
Goniobranchus geometricus
by John and Sandy.

“Great composition and sharp 
focus isolating the subject 
from the background.”


