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The 2" Vanuatu Sea Slug Census was a great success, considering the arrival
of Tropical Cyclone (TC) Kevin on 28 February followed by TC Judy on 1 March!
The diving was excellent, and there were plenty of sea slugs about,
especially Phyllidiidae family. Similar to the 2021 inaugural Census results,
these individuals featured strongly, and the diversity within species:
in terms of colour, pattern, and pustule placement,
may have resulted in some species being overlooked.
For this census, it was predominantly local participants, as overseas flight restrictions were
still in place post 'Kevin & Judy’. We look forward to welcoming more overseas participants
for future census’.

In total, 111 photo observations were uploaded to the Vanuatu Sea Slug Census project in
iNaturalist.org, with 35 different species (see album) observed within Mele Bay (Efate).

This included 8 new species for the census project!

Hypselodoris maculosa

Thuridilla carlsoni | Trapanea darvelli

Selection of new species found on the 2" Vanuatu Sea Slug Census

Thanks to the 13 divers and intertidal searchers who took part: Andrew Hibgame, Ashley Smith,
Christina Shaw, David Noel, Fabrice Billandon, John Warmington, Kate Gardner, Kollen Soroman,
Margo Smith, Sandra Kaye, Scott Hutton, Terry Gardner and Warren Robert.

The Sea Slug Census is a community-based initiative to document the biodiversity of our oceans through collaboration between divers and
scientists. The founding partners are: Southern Cross University's National Marine Science Centre, Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park. The

project has now expanded with annual (and more frequent) census being undertaken by divers, snorkelers and intertidal participants in many
regions across Australia, Indonesia and here in Vanuatu. Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus
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2rd Vanuatu Sea Slug Census Album
The following pages shows all the species recorded during the census in order
from most to least common. Numbers in brackets refer to the number of team sightings.

Phyllidia picta (11)

Phyllidia elegans (6) Phyllidia coelestis (5)

Chromodoris annae (3)

The Sea Slug Census is a community-based initiative to document the biodiversity of our oceans through collaboration between divers and
scientists. The founding partners are: Southern Cross University's National Marine Science Centre, Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park. The
project has now expanded with annual (and more frequent) census being undertaken by divers, snorkelers and intertidal participants in many
regions across Australia, Indonesia and here in Vanuatu. Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus
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Phyllidia carlsonhoffi (3)

Hypselodoris tryoni (3)
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Dorisprismatica atromarginata (3) Goniobranchus kuniei (3)
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Goniobranchus geometricus (2)

Phyllidiopsis annae (2)

The Sea Slug Census is a community-based initiative to document the biodiversity of our oceans through collaboration between divers and
scientists. The founding partners are: Southern Cross University's National Marine Science Centre, Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park. The
project has now expanded with annual (and more frequent) census being undertaken by divers, snorkelers and intertidal participants in many
regions across Australia, Indonesia and here in Vanuatu. Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus
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Goniobranchus r_eciasus (2)
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Gymnodoris sp (1)

Hypselodoris maculosa* (1)

Goniobranchus fidelis* (1)

The Sea Slug Census is a community-based initiative to document the biodiversity of our oceans through collaboration between divers and
scientists. The founding partners are: Southern Cross University's National Marine Science Centre, Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park. The
project has now expanded with annual (and more frequent) census being undertaken by divers, snorkelers and intertidal participants in many
regions across Australia, Indonesia and here in Vanuatu. Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus
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Tubulophylinopsis gardineri* (1)

Trapanea darvelli* (1) Coryphellina flamma* (1)

The 3™ Vanuatu Sea Slug Census is scheduled for May 2024.

We hope you can join us!

The Sea Slug Census is a community-based initiative to document the biodiversity of our oceans through collaboration between divers and
scientists. The founding partners are: Southern Cross University's National Marine Science Centre, Port Stephens-Great Lakes Marine Park. The
project has now expanded with annual (and more frequent) census being undertaken by divers, snorkelers and intertidal participants in many
regions across Australia, Indonesia and here in Vanuatu. Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/seaslugcensus



